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Chapter I
INTRODUCTION
Historically,

most

studies

concerning

public

school

principals'

attitudes toward sex education in the school have dealt with assessing
sex education offerings, varied instructional strategies, and curriculum
content.
A review of the literature revealed that few studies have been conducted

to

determine

the

attitudes of principals toward

offering

separate course in sex education in the public school curriculum.

a

Nor

did previous studies seek to determine if the principals' ethnicity, level
of principalship,

or sex,

significantly affect their attitudes toward

offering sex education as a separate course, and what implications these
classifications could have on the implementation of such a course in
public schools.
Purpose of the Study
This study sought to determine the relationship between (1) the
attitudes of principals toward a separate course in sex education, and
(2) the principals' perception of parental attitudes toward a separate
course

in

sex

education,

and

(3)

the

principals'

perceptions of a

student's need regarding offering a separate course in sex education.

2

It

is

assumed

that

"since

most

initiatives

toward

change

in

the

schools take place at the administrative level, 11 1 it is essential to provide an empirical data base that could substantiate the overall implementation of a separate course in sex education in the public schools.
However,

few studies (see Chapter 11, pages 10-24) have been con-

ducted to determine the extent to which principals' attitudes affect the .
implementation of a separate course in sex education in public schools.
Statement of the Problem
The

purpose of this study was to investigate the attitudes of

public school principals in selected metropolitan school districts toward
, a separate course in sex education in public schools.

More specifically,

this study examined the effects that the variables sex, ethnicity, and
level of principalship had on such attitudes.
The fol lowing questions were raised for study:
1.

To what extent, if any, do ethnicity, level of principalship
and sex have on principals' attitudes toward the inclusion of
a separate course in sex education in the curriculum?

2.

To what extent, if any, do principals' perceptions of parental
attitudes

affect the offering

of a

separate course in sex

education in the curriculum?
3.

To what extent, if any, does the ethnicity of students have
on principals' attitudes toward offering sex education as a
separate course in public schools?

1

Samuel Goldman, The School Princi~al (New York:

Applied Research in Education, Inc., 1966, p. 90.

The Center for

3

Hypotheses
The purpose of this study was to address the following general
hypothesis.
HO

There is no statistically significant relationship between
attitudes of public school principals toward a separate
course

in

sex education and their ethnicity,

level of

principalship, and sex.
More

specifically,

the following

null

hypotheses were raised to

address the questions in the statement of the problem.
H01 There is no statistically significant relationship between
the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their perception of whether a sex education program
should be offered as a coordinated effort (K-12).
H02 There is no statistically significant relationship between
the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their attitudes toward offering sex education as a
separate course.

4

H03 There is no statistically significant relationship between
the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their attitudes toward

public schools not offering

sex education.
H04 There

is

no

statistically

significant

relationship

be-

tween the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their attitudes toward the placement of a sex education course in the curriculum.
HOS There is no statistically significant relationship between
the:
(a)
(b)
(c)
and

their

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex
perceptions

of

parents

being

against

sex

education offered as a separate course.
HOG There is no statistically significant relationship
between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)
and

their

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex
perceptions

of

how parents feel

education being taught in public schools.

about sex

5

H07 There is no statistically significant relationship between
the:
(a)
(b)
(c)
and

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

their

attitudes

toward minority students and the

offering of sex education as a separate course.
H08 There is no statistically significant relationship between
the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their attitudes toward a student's need for a separate course in sex education regardless of race.
Justification for and Significance of the Study
The

inclusion

of

a

separate

course

in

sex

education

in

the

American public school curriculum is still met with objections and controversy

from

community groups

and

some

individuals

who

still

hold

nineteenth century attitudes toward sex education and resist its inclusion in the public school curriculum.

More important, however, is

the implementation of this course in the schools.

Louis Rubin expouses

the notion that "small scale alterations within the existing system are
best engineered by principals ... , and as a matter of fact, the principal

has

more

potential

influence

on

teaching

than

any

other

adm in istrator 11 • 2

2

Louis Rubin, Curriculum Handbook Administration and Theor ,
(Boston: Allyn and Bacon, Inc., 1977 , p. 175.

6
Hence,

an

basis

for the

This

study

factors

that

empirical study of this nature may provide an initial
implementation

will

of

such

a

course into the curriculum.

seek to provide specific knowledge regarding certain

influence

administrators'

attitudes

and

show

how these

factors could possibly affect the implementation of a separate course in
sex education in the public schools.

In addition, it is hoped that the

findings will provide needed information to school district administrators
and to the public regarding the importance of including such a course
in the curriculum.
Assumptions
This

study was

designed

within

the framework of the following

assumptions:
1.

That the administrative leadership roles have traditionally and
significantly influenced curriculum change in public schools.
Since

administrative

leadership

is

important

in

making

changes, this study sought to measure the attitudes of public
school principals toward a separate course in sex education.
2.

The variables ethnicity,

level of principalship,

and sex are

independent of principals' attitudes.

Limitations of the Study
The following limitations were observed in this study:
1.

Generalizations
limited

to

two

drawn
school

from

the findings

districts

and

individuals

districts.
2.

of this

The survey design was used in this study.

study
in

are

those

7

Definitions of Terms
The following terms were used in this study:
1.

Ethnicity - the classification of an individual based on
his/her cultural, ·· ancestral, or physical characteristics.

2.

Level of Principalship - refers to the traditional organizational cluster of grades into schools that are managed by ·
a principal (i.e., elementary middle or junior high, and
senior high).

3.

Sex - the gender of each individual respondent.

4.

Separate Course - an organization of learning activities
and content centered around sex education.

5.

Sex Education - a curriculum designed to meet the needs
of learners at various developmental stages.

This curri-

culum provides an understanding of human sexuality in
the

roles

of

parent,

spouse,

citizen

and

community

members in society.
6.

Coordinated Effort

- the interrelationship of all

levels

school

within

the

program

to

grade

insure that the

student will receive continuous learning in the area of
sex education.
7.

A Course in Sex Education - is referred to as one that
is titled sex education, is offered as a separate course
in which students will receive academic credit.

8.

Public School - is a school operated by publicly elected
or appointed school officials in which the program and

8

activities are under the control of these officials and
which is supported primarily by public funds.

9.

Principal

- the administrative head of a school · (not a

school district) to whom has been delegated the major
responsibility for the coordination and supervision of the
activities of the school.
10.

Attitude - a mental

position with regard to a fact or

-state; a feeling or emotion toward a fact or state.
11.

3

Attitude Toward a Separate Course in Sex Education in
the Public Schools - in this context, the term attitude is
defined as the mental disposition of the principals toward
a separate course in sex education.
SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship in
the attitudes of public school principals in selected metropolitan school
districts toward a separate course in . sex education in public schools.
The

study was

designed

to

determine the relationship between the

attitudes- of public school principals toward such a course.
Chapter 11 provides a review of related literature concerning the
attitudes toward sex education, as wel I as other factors that influence
principals' behavior.

3 Henry Woolf, et al., Webster New Collegiate Dictionary, (Springfield, Massachusetts: G&C Merriam, 1981), p. 72.

9

Chapter
methodological

111

consists of the introduction,

tool,

data-gathering

survey research as a

instrument,

data

collection

pro-

cedure, population, pilot study,· and statistical procedure.
Chapter IV presents the analysis of the data.
Chapter V shows the summary of the findings, conclusions, implications for policy development, and recommendations for further study.

Chapter 11
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
The topic of sex education in the schools has been a controversial
issue in the United States since the turn of the century .

1

The topic

has been controversial inasmuch as American society has been closedminded and conservative when relating the topic of sex education to the
public schools.

2

In this review of related literature, a brief historical

analysis of sex education is presented.

In addition, information or

emphasis concerning the sexual behavior of teenagers and recent
findings pertaining to public school administrators' attitudes toward sex
education in the public schools are presented.

Finally, studies of

students', parents', and other educators' attitudes toward sex education
in the public schools are discussed.
Brief History of Sex Education
The need for sex education in American schools is not a phenomenon. The exigency was first acknowledged by medical organizations

1 David Holcomb and Arthur Garner, "Sex Education in Public
Schools." Journal of School Health, 36 (February, 1966), p. 64.

11
and, in 1904, by Dr. Prince Albert Morrow.

Morrow 3 recognized that

something had to be done about the proliferation of venereal disease
that

had

increased

in

New

York.

Subsequently,

Morrow

sub-

mitted an organizational plan to the New York County Medical Society
that was designed to address this problem.

His plan gave impetus to

the rise of the American Society of Sanitary and Moral Prophylaxis one
year later.
Increased pressures by leading medical organizations in 1909 led to
the development of another organization, the American Federation of Sex
Hygiene.

4

These two societies were merged with the American Social

Hygiene Association in order to combine their resources and to lend a
concentrated effort toward addressing this social problem.

Since that

time, this organization has played a major role in developing sex education programs.

The emphases of their curricula are primarily centered

around the physical understanding of sexuality that is present in many
biology and health courses today. 5

Additionally, Libby and Kirkendall

noted that from the 1920's through the 1940 1s the controversy of sex
education led to its underdevelopment in the public schools.
suggested that if sex education were offered,
presented as part of another course.

6

They

it would probably be

The major proponents of sex

education during that time were private organizations.

7

3 Lester A. Kirkendall and Roger W. Libby, "Trends in Sex Education, in The Individual Sex and Societ , ed. by Carlfred B. Broderick
and Jessie Bernard, Baltimore: The John Hopkins Press, 1969), p.5.
11

4

Ibid.

S Ibid.

G Ibid., p. 8

7

Ibid., p. 7

12

Since the 1940 1s such groups as the American Association of School
Administrators and the National Conference on Education of Teachers
have encouraged
Moreover,
Alfred

at the end of the 1950 1s the father of human sexuality,

Kinsey,

public eye.

the offering . of sex education in the curriculum. 8

brought the issue of human sexual

behavior to the

In 1948 and 1953, the Kinsey Studies, as controversial as

they were, brought to light the notion that the behavior of the human
species is both a natural and a common phenomenon.

His studies found

that white men were more promiscuous than white women as a result of
the former 1s having had more than one sex partner prior to marriage.
Of his female samples, 50 percent, surprisingly, were not virgins at the
.
.
9, 10
time
of marriage.

Additionally,

and as a consequence of the impact of the Kinsey

Studies and "The White House Conference on Children and Youth in
1960, 11 a program in family life was recommended to become an important

part of public education.

To show- further support, the United States

established the Sex Information Education Council of
in 1964.

the

United States

11

8

Helen Manley, "Sex Education, Where, When, and How Should It
Be
Taught?"
Journal of Health Physical Education Recreation,
35
(March 1964), p. 17.
9

Alfred
Kinsey,
et al, Sexual Behavior in the Human Male,
(Philadelphia: Saunders, 1948), p. 52-60.
10

Alfred Kinsey, et al, Sexual Behavior of the Human Female,
(Philadelphia: Saunders, 1953), p. 58-65.
11

Virginia Hila, Sex Education and The Schools,
Harper and Row, 1967), p. vii.

(New

York:

13
Sexual Behavior of High School Students
In his 1968 study,
1,515 individuals aged 21

Ira

Reiss utilized a random adult sample of

and_. older,

and a high school and college

student sample of 903 students, aged 16-22.

His adult samples were

drawn from across the nation and his high school and college samples
were drawn from Virginia and New York.

One of the high schools and

one of the Virginia colleges were all black; the other three schools
were all

white.

schools.

Reiss• major interest in this study was to investigate the

Only juniors

and

seniors

were

used

in the high

influence romantic love, church attendance, and courtship activities had
on permissive attitudes toward premarital sexual relations.

He found

that blacks are not generally promiscuous and tend to require affectionate relations as a basis for sexual behavior.

Reiss further stated that

blacks were generally more inclined to accept premarital sexual per-·
missiveness, but that permissiveness had different sources and implications for the black group than it did for the white group.

He also

found that the differences between men and women within both racial
groups

were

generally.

similar to the differences

Men

were

significantly

more

between

blacks

and

whites

promiscuous than women .

12

In a study conducted by Harrison, Bennett, and Globetti in 1969,
the attitudes of 132 (83 whites and 49 blacks) rural high school samples
relative to their acceptance of petting and coitus under different conditions of affection were compared.

They found that among the white

12 Ira L. Reiss, The Social Context of Premarital Sexual Permissiveness, (New York: Holt, 1967), p. 89.

14
males and females, the differences between the Mississippi and Virginia
students were significant for both items pertaining to coitus.
tion,

the Mississippi

disposition

to

females _qi splayed

engagement,

a

decidedly

love, or strong affection.

In addi-

permissive preThe authors'

findings among the black students were similar to those in the Virginia
study.

Black males in Mississippi were significantly more permissive

toward coitus, but no significant differences were observed toward the
acceptability of petting and coitus.
the

Mississippi

data

Also, they found that among whites

did not give strong s~pport to the traditional

double standard favoring the male.

That is, the percentage differences

of approval between the male and female standard in regards to petting
and coitus were slight.
havior
female.

among

blacks

On the other hand, affection less sexual bewas

more

acceptable

for

the

male than

the

13

Moreover, a report by Melvin Zelni k and John Kanter in 1972 for
the President's Commission on the Population Growt~ and the American
Future consisted of interviews with a total of 1,479 black and 3,132
white females ranging from 15 to 19 years of age.

After applying

various statistical formulas, the interrogators projected that about 2.35
million unmarried females ages 15 to 19 have had intercourse.

This

number represented about 27 .6 percent of the unmarried females in this
age group.

13

Not surprisingly,

proportions who have had intercourse

Danny Harrison, Walter Bennett and Gerald Gobetti, 11 Attitudes
of Rural Youth Towards Premarital Sexual Permissiveness, 11 Journal of
Marriage and the Family, (November 1969), pp. 783-787.

15

rise with age so that by age 19, 46 percent are no longer virgins.
sharpest increase,
aged 15 and 16.

The

a jump of over 50 percent, occurs between those

They al so reported that by age 19, over 80 percent of

the black females have had intercourse, in contrast to 40 percent of the
white females.

In addition, Zelnik and Kanter found that in 1971 by

age 15, 1 white girl in 10 and 1 black girl in 5 have had intercourse at
least once.

By age 19, 4 out 10 white girls and 8 out of 10 black girls

.
. h
.
14
h ave h a d experience wit coitus.

Consequently, as a result of the

permissiveness exhibited by society in the last decade the sexual activity among unmarried women living in metropolitan areas increased by
two-thirds. 15

The most dramatic increase was among whites, whose

rate doubled.

More specifically, since 1975, the increase in teenage

sexual activity was primarily attributable to whites .

16

From the foregoing assessment, it appears that the racial differences in the various studies can be attributed to numerous factors that
are seemingly uncontrolled.

The sampling procedures are questionable,

the educational level of students and the age groupings of the participants are classified, but the maturation level of each age group is not
taken into consideration.

Consequently, the findings of the studies are

suspect, but there is one underlying factor that is consistently present.

14 Melvin Zel n i k and John Kanter, 11 Sexual and Contraceptive
Experiences of Young Unmarried Women in the United States, 1976 and
1977, 11 Family Planning Perspectives 9 (1977), p. 55.

15

Alan Guttmacher Institute, Teenage Pregnancy: The Problem
That Hasn 1t Gone Away,
(New York:
Alan Guttmacher Institute,
1981), p. 9.
16 1bid, p. 9.
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Students are sexually active, and this activity alone is justification for
offering sex education as a separate course in the public schools.
Administrators' Attitudes Toward Sex Education
A study was conducted by George Thoms in 1976 on perceptions
of Virginia's public and private secondary school principals' attitudes .
relative to Family Life and Sex Education Programs.

The purpose of

this study was to analyze the status of Family Life and Sex Education
programs in Virginia's public and private schools.

This study also

sought to determine the perceptions of a selected group of principals
towards family life and sex education programs.
of 356 public and private school principals.

The sample consisted

The findings indicated that

55 percent of the secondary schools offered a program in Family Life
and Sex Education.

Of this group, 69 percent offered this course in

cooperation with other courses, and the remaining 31 percent offered a
specific course.

The principals' perceptions revealed that the contro-

versial nature of the subject was the major determining factor for these
schools that had no course in sex education.

In addition, there were

more of the larger urban schools who offered

Family Life and Sex

Education than there were smaller rural schools.

By racial composition

of the schools, it was noted that predominantly black schools offer more
sex education programs than do predominantly white schools.

17

17 George Thoms, 11 A Determination and Analysis of the Perceptions
of Virginia's Public and Private and Secondary School Principals Relative
to Family Life and Sex Education Programs, 11
(Ed.D. dissertation,
Catholic University of America, 1976), p. 755-A.
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Ronald

Slaymaker 1s

study

in

1971

was

conducted

to determine

administrators' opinions and the current status of Family Life and Sex
Education Programs in Kansas' .secondary schools.

The purpose of his

study was to ascertain the factors which should be considered when
developing and improving Family Life and Sex Education Programs in
the secondary schools of Kansas.

The findings of this study revealed

that 73 percent of the schools had sex education programs that were
adjuncts or were incorporated into other courses.
principals

In addition, the

agreed that a planned program should begin by the 3rd

grade, and that lack of understanding of program objectives by parents
and the community was a major drawback for initiating a new program.18
In

1971,

Charles

Reed

studied

the perceptions of high school

principals in public and parochial schools relative to the importance of
sex

education in the curriculum.

More specifically, this study en-

deavored to uncover the current conditions of Family Life and Sex
Education Programs in the
sample consisted

Illinois Catholic and Public Schools.

of 49

secondary

secondary public school

principals.

Catholic school

The

principals and 58

The findings of this study in-

dicated that both parochial and public school principals agreed that sex
education should be an integral

part of the high scho.ol curriculum.

18 Ronald Slaymaker, "Administrators Opinions and the Current
Status of Family Life and Sex Education Programs in Kansas Secondary
Schools, 11
(Ed. D. dissertation, University of Arkansas, 1971), pp.
82-87.
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Too,

the administrators were in agreement regarding the topic that

should be taught in a sex education course, and they felt that there is
a need for qualified teachers to ..teach these courses. 19
In contrast to the findings of these studies that were previously
conducted, this study will focus on two urban school districts and will
measure the relationship of the principals' attitudes toward sex education being offered as a separate course.
on

the

Additionally, while focusing

specific topic of sex education being offered as a separate

course, this researcher will seek to measure the principals' perceptions
concerning the student's needs and parental influences.

Furthermore,

this study will center in on o_n e specific population.
Students' and Educators' Attitudes Toward Sex Education
Nelson

Haggerson

attitudes of Arizona
schools.

and

Naomi Cohen conducted a study on the

educators toward

sex

education

in

the

public

The expressed purpose of their study was to describe the

attitudes of Arizona educators toward course content and curriculum
development in sex education.

The population was made up of all the

state's public school teachers and administrators.

The findings sug-

gested a lack of unified support from the teachers and administrators.

19

Charles Eugene Reed, 11 An Analysis of the Perceptions of High
School Principals in Public and Parochial Schools Relative to the Importance of Sex Education in the Curriculum, 11 (Ph.D. dissertation,
Southern Illinois University, 1971), pp. 173-177.

19
It was

thus

conciuded

that this

ostensibly

negative attitude might

possibly affect the implementation of a viable program. 20
Synthia West's study, conducted in 1971, was designed to determine the perceptions of selected students, senior-year counselors, and
superintendents in Texas regarding the role that senior-year counselors
play in connection with sex education perceptions of their students.
The findings

of this study indicated that all three groups favored

public school sex education, but there was uncertainty as to which level
the course should be introduced and who should teach it.
the

students

preferred

co-ed

sex

education

In addition,

classes over

separate

meetings and desired to retain the title "Sex Education, 11 ' while their
adult counterparts voted strongly to change the title. 21
A

1978

Dezelsky on
sexuality.

study

was

adolescents'

conducted

by Janet Shirreffs

knowledge

and

Thomas

about sex and

The population for this study was 417 adolescents in 1972,

and 194 adolescents in 1978.
from 14-15 years.
both

perceptions

and

samples

The age group of the participants ranged

The findings of this study indicated that subjects in

viewed

accurate information about sex and an under-

standing of sexuality as definite needs among young people.

The

20

Nelson Haggerson, and Naomi Cohen, Attitudes of Arizona
Educators Towards Sex Education, U.S., Educational Resources Information Center, ERIC Document Ed 067 452, April, 1971, p. 16-20
21 synthia West, "Comparison of Student, Counselor, and Administrator Perceptions of Texas Public High School Counselor's Roles in Sex
Education," (Ph.D. dissertation, East Texas University, 1971), p.
4973-A.
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subjects felt that sex education should be viewed as an important facet _
of the total educational process, and that the instructor should recog.
th e expresse d nee d s of _a d o Iescen t s regar d.tng sex educat·,on. 22
ntze
William

Yarber

investigated

the viewpoints on sex education of

students, parents, teachers, and principals at four grade levels.

The

purpose of this study was to ascertain and compare the viewpoints of
four population groups concerning the amount of instructional emphasis
that should be given to Family Life and Sex Education in the 3rd, 6th,
9th, and 12th grades.

The findings of this study indicated that the

students showed a strong interest for receiving more information in
Family Life and Sex Education at all four grade levels, with 50 percent
indicating that they would like to learn more about the topic at the 3rd,
6th, and 9th grades.

The principals indicated strong emphasis on the

secondary levels rather than on the elementary level. 23
Lucy Kapp, Barbara Taylor, and Laura Edward conducted a study
in

conjunction

with

the St. Paul

(Minnesota)

Public Schools.

The

purpose of this study was to conduct a pilot educational program in
human sexuality and to investigate its effectiveness.

This program,

designed for junior high school age adolescents, measured the effectiveness of knowledge increase.

The findings of this study demonstrated a

22

Janet Shirreffs, and Thomas Dezelsky, 11 Adolescents Perceptions
of Sex Education Needs:
1972-1978, 11 Journal of School Health, 49
(June, 1979), 343-336.
23

william Yarber, 11 Instructional Emphasis in Family Life and Sex
Education: Viewpoints of Students, Parents, Teachers, and Principals
at Four Grade Levels, 11 Journal of School Health, 49 (May, 1979),
263-265.
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statistically

significant

increase

in

objective

knowledge.

Students

expressed a strong interest in the subject matter presented, and, moreover, attendance throughout the trimester was excel lent in comparison
to general school attendance.

Finally, comments made by the students

indicated that many of their myths and misconceptions involving sexuality have been corrected.

24

United States Adult Surveys
In 1974, the National Optional Research Center of the University of
Chicago conducted a study on the opinions of adult Americans relative
to sex education being taught in the public schools.
this

study consisted

of 1,484 adult Americans.

percent favored sex educaton in the public schools.

The samples for

Of this group,

78

25

Prior to that study, in 1970 the Gallup Poll conducted an independent survey of the public's attitude regarding whether they approved or disapproved of schools offering sex education.

The findings

of this study showed 65 percent of the parents approving of sex education being offered in the schools.

26

24 Lucy

Kapp, Barbara Taylor, and Laura Edward, "Teaching
Human Sexuality In Junior High School:
An Interdisciplinary Approach," Journal of School Health, 50 (February, 1980), 80-83.
25 National Optional Research Center, University of Chicago, See:
SI ECUS Report, 1: 13, 1981.
2611 The Second Annual Gallup Survey of the Public's Attitude Toward
the Public Schools," Phi Delta Kappan, 52 (1970), 97-111.
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In 1981, a further study was conducted by the Gallup Poll.

This

study purported to determine the public's attitude toward sex education
being offered in high schools ar,d in elementary schools.

The findings

of this survey were that 70 percent felt it should be offered in the
high school, while 22 percent felt it should not be offered.

When the

same question was asked concerning elementary schools offering sex
education, the findings indicated that 45 percent would be in favor of
sex education for elementary schools.

27

The variety of information presented concerning students, parents,
and other educators' attitudes about sex education assists in solidifying
the notion that sex education belongs in the schools.
courses

should

not

be taught as

parts of another course,

but as

Sex education

meaningless two-day or two-week
separate courses that could fully

supply students with the essential information that is often passed on regardless of its relevancy or its validity.
SUMMARY

The review of related literature revealed that the controversial
subject of sex education is not a new problem.

It is one that was first

brought out in 1904 by Prince Albert Morrow who felt that something
had to be done about the problem of venereal disease in America.

The

impetus his efforts provided for sex education programs in American
brought society up in arms.

Because the idea of sex being taught in

2711 The Thirteenth Annual Gallup Survey of the Public's Attitude
Toward the Public Schools, 11 Phi Delta Kappan, (September, 1981),
p. 39.
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the schools was against societal norms in America, the private organizations had to assume the leadership roles.
Additionally, from the late 40 1 s through the 70 1 s studies done by
Kinsey,

Reiss, Zelnik, and Kanter revealed that the problem of pre-

marital coitus exists and is definitely on the increase in America.

The

four studies that were conducted primarily focused on the principals'
attitudes or perceptions toward sex education and sought to identify the
status of sex education programs in schools in different areas of the
United States.

However,

these studies did not seek to identify the

attitudes of principals toward a separate course in sex education.

Nor

were they designed to identify factors that could be pertinent to the
implementation of a separate course in sex education into the curriculum.

Furthermore, studies that were conducted on the students' and

parents' attitudes toward sex education being taught in the schools
were very favorable.
conducted

on

this

The limited amount of research that has been
subject

and

the overwhelming _ support of

both

students and parents suggest to this researcher that sex education
should be taught in the public schools as a separate course.

Chapter 111
METHODOLOGY
The objective of this study was to examine the attitudes of public
school

principals

toward

offered in public schools.

a

separate

course

in

sex

education

being

The Beaumont Independent School District

and the North Forest Independent School Di strict consented for their
principals to participate in this study.

The data for this research were

gathered from the responses of the elementary and secondary principals ,
in both school districts.
Survey Research A Methodological Tool
Survey research is designed to assess the characteristics of whole
populations of people or samples drawn from populations.

More speci-

fically, the researchers who use the survey method as a methodological
framework are interested in discovering the relative incidence, distribution, and interrelations of sociological and psychological variables .
Thus,

the empirical and systematic nature of survey research is re-

vealed by the nature of its variables.
sociological

facts

York:

On the one hand, it involves

which are attributed to individuals 1 membership

social groups, such as sex, income,

1

1

race, and so on.

in

On the other

Frederick N. Kerlinger, Foundations of Behavorial Research, ( New
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1973), p. 410.
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hand, · it entails
opinions,

psychological

attitudes,

and

factors

of individuals

behavior toward

a

such

certain

as

their

phenomenon

or

. .2
th mg
Generally, survey research is concerned primarily with what people
think and what they do rather than with their membership in a social
group.

3

However, this is not to minimize the important relationships

that exist between sociological and psychological variables in survey
research.
As Kerlinger stated,
designs.

there are many different kinds of survey

Most surveys, though, are recognizable by the method which

is being employed i,n a study.

4

Therefore, there can be surveys con-

ducted by the use of mailed questionnaires as well as by personal
interviews.
Survey
Probably,
11

research

the

most

as

a

methodological

manifest

limitation

tool

has some limitations.

stems from

the

notion

that

survey information ordinarily does not penetrate very deeply below the

surface. 115

Regardless of its limitations, survey research offers some

advantages which tend to overshadow its disadvantages.
Kerlinger:

According to

26
1.

Survey research has the advantage of wide scope: a great
deal of information can be obtained from a large population.

2.

Survey research information
error, of course. 6
-

is

accurate---within

sampling

In essence, survey research as a methodological tool provides the
most practical means of empirically studying the relationship between
the independent variables:

ethnicity, level of principalship, sex, and

the dependent variable principals' attitudes toward a separate course in
sex education in the public schools.

The instrument items used to

illicit responses to the dependent variable were categorized into the
following dependent measures for purposes of analysis:

sex education

offered as a coordinated effort ( K-12) (item 7); sex education offered
as a separate course (item 9);
education

(item 10);

sex

public schools are no place for sex

education

should

be

incorporated into the

overall educational process (item 13); principals' perceptions of parental
attitudes in their community toward sex education (item 11); principals'
perceptions of parental attitudes toward public schools teaching sex
education (item 15); principals' perceptions of minority students' need
for a separate course in sex education (item 12); principals' perceptions
of all students' need for a separate course in sex education (item 14).
The fol lowing questions were tested through the various hypotheses:
-1.

To what extent, if any, do ethnicity, level of principalship,
and sex have on principals' attitudes toward the inclusion of
a separate course in sex education in the curriculum?
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This question was tested statistically using hypotheses:

H01/H02/

H03/H04*.

2.

To what extent, if any, do principals' perceptions of parental
attitudes

affect the offering

of a

separate course in sex

education in the curriculum?
This question was tested statistically using hypotheses:
3.

H05/H06*.

To what extent, if any, does the ethnicity of students have
on the principals' attitudes toward offering sex education as a
separate course in public; schools?

This question was tested statistically using hypotheses:

H07/H08*.

Data Gathering Instrument
A closed-ended instrument containing demographic information and
specific dependent measures that sought to ascertain the attitudes of
both elementary and secondary principals toward a separate course in
sex education was developed.
This instrument was submitted to a group of Texas Southern University professors to establish its validity.
of six professors:
Sociology,

This group was composed

three in Educational Administration, and one each in

Psychology,

and

Higher Education.

Their tasks were to

make recommendations and suggestions concerning the appropriateness of
the instrument.
priate questions,

This was done to determine:
(2) potential ambiguity,

(1) structure of appro-

and (3)

relevancy of the

*Each of the specific hypotheses is shown in Chapter I, pages 3-5.
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questions.

Once reviewed, the instrument was then modified, reviewed

again by the jury panel of professors, and then field tested in a pilot
study.
A questionnaire was developed (See Appendix C),

inasmuch as

there was no standardized instrument appropriate for the particular
purpose of this study.

The instrument was divided into two sections.

The first section consisted of seven (7) items, six (6) demographic
items and one dichotomous item.

The second section of the instrument
7

contained ten (10) items in the form of Likert-type scale 1 to 5.
addition, one of the ten items consisted of the open-ended form.

In

These

items were scored with the lowest score representing a le~s favorable
attitude toward each item and the highest score representing a more
favorable attitude toward each item.
agree (4),

no opinion (3),

For example:

disagree (2),

strongly agree (5),

and strongly disagree (1).

In order to establish the reliability of this instrument, the
halves11

reliability coefficient was computed. 8

11

split-

The final tabulation of

data from the study yielded a split-halves reliability coefficient of . 65
for the test as a whole.

This reliability coefficient . was found to be

significant at the . 05 level; based on this, the instrument was deemed
reliable for this study.

7

Claire Selltiz, Lawrence S. Wrightman and Stuart W. Cook,
Research Methods in Social Relations, 3rd ed. (New York: Holt, Rinehart
and Winston, 1976), pp. 418-421.
8walter R. Borg and Meredith D. Gal I, Educational Research: An
Introduction, (New York:
David McKay Co., Inc., 1971), p. 220.

29

Data Collection Procedure
Letters of interest were

mailed to five school districts in the

southeastern region of Texas. · Of this group, Beaumont Independent
School District and North Forest Independent School District agreed to
allow their principals to participate in this study.
consent are presented in Appendix A.

Their letters of ·

Once the districts consented to

participate in the study, each school district provided a contact person
who agreed to distribute and return the questionnaires.

Each individu-

al contact person received a packet containing the following:

(1) a

cover letter that explained the purpose of the study and the confidentiality of each individual's responses, (2) the questionnaire, and (3)
an envelope to insure privacy.

A copy of the cover letter is contained

in

of the questionnaire

Appendix B,

and

a

copy

is

contained

in

·Appendix C, respectively.
The packets containing the questionnaires were returned during
May of 1982.

The returned questionnaires were then compiled and

examined for non-responses,

errors, and inconsistency of responses.

The instruments were then organized so that the responses could be
coded for data analysis.
Population
Initially, five school districts were contacted and asked to participate in this study.

The approximate number of principals that were

proposed for this study was 300.
various

other

reasons,

three

Due to the nature of this study and

school

districts

did

not

participate.

Consequently, the desired population diminished significantly.
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The

population

for this

study

consisted

District and

the

of

principals for the

Beaumont

Independent School

District.

Both school districts are similar in their physical makeup and

are located in the southeastern region of Texas.

North

Forest School

In addition, there are

32 principals in both districts.
Pilot Study
The pilot study was conducted in the Spring of 1982 at a local
school district in southeast Texas.

The primary purpose of the field

test was to determine the validity and to get an estimate of the reliability of the instrument.
The pilot population was drawn from a school system with similar
student population and located in an urban area in southeast Texas.

In

addition, this district was used in the pilot study because it would not
allow its principals to participate in the study.
Each
following:

individual
(1)

cover

principal
letter,

self-addressed envelope.
January of 1982.

was
(2)

mailed

a

questionnaire,

packet containing
and

the

(3) a stamped,

This packet was mailed to 18 principals in

Of the eighteen, fourteen questionnaires were re-

turned by the end of February 1982.
examined for suggestions and criticisms.

The pilot questionnaires were
There were no criticisms or

suggestions cited by the pilot group concerning the investigative instrument.

Borg and Ga11 9 stated that a population of ten to twenty is

sufficient for most educational studies, especially if the subjects are
taken from a well-defined professional group.

Inasmuch as the pilot

study addressed principals' attitudes toward a separate course in sex

9 Borg and Gall, pp. 203-220.
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education, the fourteen questionnaries that were returned attested to
the sufficiency of this pilot study.
Statistical Analysis
Inasmuch

as

the

investigative

instrument of the study yielded

nominal data, a non-parametric test was employed.

The non-parametric ·

procedure that was used in this study was the Chi-Square Analysis for
independent samples.

This statistical technique was employed to de-

termine if any significant differences occurred between the observed
frequencies and expected frequencies of the independent samples.
Cochran

10

and Siege1 11 stated that, in certain situations where the

expected frequencies are less than five, the researcher may increase
his or her values by combining cells or by combining adjacent classifications,

thereby reducing the number of cells. · This may be properly

done if such combining does not rob the data of their meaning.

It

should be noted that this process can only take place where two or
more categories exist.

This procedure offered by Cochran · and Siegel

was adhered to in this study.
Moreover, the Fisher 1 s Exact Test was used where cells were collapsed to a 2 X 2 contingency table.

The Fisher 1s Exact Test is com-

puted based on the assumption that the row and column classifications

10 G. W. Cochran, 11 Some Methods for Strengthening the Common
Tests, 11 Biometrics, 10 (1954), pp. 415-451.
11

x2

sidney Siegel, Nonparametric Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences,
McGraw-Hi II, 1956), p. 46.

(New York:

are independent and that the row and column totals are fixed .

12

In

addition, where a significant relationship was found, the T-Test of Proportions was conducted to determine more specifically where significance
actually occurred.
The general formula for the Chi-Square is:

~ (0 - E) 2

·,el-=~

E

where E represents the expected frequency in each category, and
the O represents the observed frequency in each of the categories.
The

x2

13

symbol represents the value of the Chi-Square and mean sum-

14
.
ma t 10n.

The null hypotheses in this study were tested at the .05 level or
better.
SUMMARY

This study purported to examine the attitudes of public school
principals toward a separate course in sex education offered in selected
public schools.

The populations for this study included elementary and

12

Robert R. Sokal and James F. Rohlf, Biometry, (San Francisco:
W. H. Freeman and Company, 1969), p. 595.
13

s·1ege I ,

14

1bid.

p. 46 .
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secondary
North

principals from

Forest

Beaumont Independent _School

Independent School

District.

District and

The participants in this

study were 22 principals.
The instrument used in this study was developed by the investigator, inasmuch as no appropriate standardized instrument
was germane to the particular purpose of this study.

existed that

The instrument

was found to have content validity and yielded a split-half reliability
coefficient of . 65 for the total test.

A survey design was employed in this study whereas the independent variables were ethnicity, level of principalship, and sex and
the dependent variable principals 1 attitudes toward a separate course in
sex education in the public schools.

Additionally, the survey technique

was used in the collection, evaluation, and analysis of the data.
The analysis was made on the relationship between the ethnicity,
level of principalship, and sex of principals toward a separate course in
sex education.

The Chi-Square technique was employed wherein 2 X 3

contingency tables were analyzed.

The Fisher 1 s Exact Test was used

where the cells were collapsed to a 2 X 2 contingency table.
ally,

Addition-

where a significant relationship was found the T-Test of Pro-

portions was conducted.

The . 05 probability level was accepted as the

criterion for significance in this study.

CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS OF DATA
The

purpose of this study was to investigate the attitudes of

principals toward offering a separate course in sex education in public
schools.

More specifically, principals were asked to respond, indicating

their attitudes toward offering a separate course in sex education in
public schools as related to their ethnicity, level .of principalship, and
sex.
Chi-Square Analysis for independent samples and Fisher's Exact
Test were employed for data analyses.

The T-Test of Proportions was

used to determine more specifically where significance actually occurred.
The results are reported according to:

(1) the demographic vari-

ables, (2) analyses of the hypotheses, (3) data analyses of the overall
population

as

it

relates to specific dependent measures,

discussion of the questions.

Each

and

( 4) a

research question along with its

generated hypotheses is presented for analysis below.
1.

To what extent, if any, do ethnicity, level of principal ship,
and sex have on principals' attitudes toward the inclusion of
a separate course in sex education in the curriculum?

H01

There is no statistically significant relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their perceptions of whether a sex education program
should be offered as a coordinated effort (K-12).
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H02 There is no statistically significant relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals 1 ethnicity
level of principalship
principals 1 sex

and their attitudes ··toward
separate course.

offering

sex

education

as

a

H03 There is no statistically significant relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals 1 ethnicity
level of principalship
principals 1 sex

and th.eir attitudes toward public schools not offering sex
education.
H04 There is no statistically significant relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals 1 ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their attitudes toward the placement of a sex education
course in the curriculum.
2.

To what extent,

if any,

do principals' perceptions of parental

attitudes affect the offering of a separate course in the curriculum?
HOS There is no statistically significant relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals 1 ethnicity
level of principalship
principals 1 sex

and their perceptions of parents being against sex education
offered as a separate course.
H06 There is no statistically significant relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals 1 sex

and their perceptions of how parent 1s feel about sex education
being taught in public schools.
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3.

To what extent, if any, does the ethnicity of students have on
principals 1 attitudes toward offering sex education as a separate
course in public schools?
H07 There is no statisticafly significant relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals 1 ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their attitudes toward minority students and the offering
of sex education as a separate course.
H08 There is no statistically significant relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' _sex

and their attitudes toward a student's need for a separate
course in sex education regardless of race.
Demographic Variables
Participants

in

this

investigation

consisted

o.f twenty-two

(22)

principals from Beaumont Independent School District and North Forest
Independent School District.

Of these, eight or more than thirty-six

percent (36%) of the principals were female, and fourteen or nearly
sixty-four percent (64%) were male principals.

The ethnicity of the

principals was fourteen, or nearly sixty-four percent (64%), black, and
eight,

or

slightly

more than thirty-six percent (36%),

white.

Two

levels of the principal ship were utilized in this study. They were the
elementary

and

secondary

levels.

Thirteen

or

roughly

fifty-nine

percent (59%), of the twenty-two participants were elementary principals;
and nearly forty-one percent ( 41%), or nine were secondary principals.
These data are shown in Table I.
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TABLE I

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF PRINCIPALS BY SEX,
ETHNICITY, AND LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP
Variables

Number

Sex
Male
Female

14

Percentage

63.6%
34.4
100. 0%

8

22

Ethnicity
Black
White

22

63.6
34.4
100. 0%

13
9

59.1
40.9%

22

100.0%

14
8

Level of Principalship
Elementary
Secondary
TOTAL

ANALYSIS OF THE HYPOTHESES

The eight (8) null hypotheses formulated for this study are presented along with an interpretation of their findings.
the

research

questions

are

offered

as

a

An analysis of

resu It of the

generated

hypotheses.
Hypothesis one stated
relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

that there

is

no statistically significant

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their perceptions of whether a sex education program should be
offered as a coordinated effort (K-12).
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Principals' Ethnicity.
principals' ethnicity.

Part (a) of the hypothesis referred to the

A Chi-Square was computed to test the statistical

relatedness of principals' ethnicity and their perceptions of whether a
sex education program should be offered as a coordinated effort.
yielded an observed value of 4.23, df = 2, p > .05.
hypothesis

was

not

rejected,

and

It

Consequently, the

it was concluded that principals' .

ethnicity and their perceptions of whether a sex education program
should be offered as a coordinated effort were not statistically related.
This result is presented in Table 11.
TABLE II

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE ETHNICITY OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR
PERCEPTIONS OF WHETHER A SEX EDUCATION PROGRAM SHOULD BE OFFERED
AS A COORDINATED EFFORT WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
ETHNICITY
Number

BLACK

Percentage

AGREE

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

TOTALS

13

1

0

14

59.1

4.5

0.0

63.6

5

1

2

8

22.7

4.5

9.1

36.4

18

2

2

22

81.8

9.1

9.1

100.0

Number

WHITE

Percentage

TOTALS

Number
Percentage

when p > . 05, df = 2, x2 = 4. 23, Significance .1204

Level of Principalship.
level of principalship.

Part (b) of the hypothesis referred to the

When the study examined the statistical relation-

ship between the level of principalship and their perception of whether
a sex education program should be offered as a coordinated effort, the
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computed Chi-Square yielded an observed value of 1.55, df = 2, p

?'

.05.

Thus, the hypothesis was not rejected, and it was concluded that no
statistically significant relationship existed between the level of principalship and principals' perceptions of whethe_r a sex education program
should be offered as a coordinated effort.

This result is presented in

Table 111.

TABLE Ill

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP AND THEIR
PERCEPTIONS OF WHETHER A SEX EDUCATION PROGRAM SHOULD BE OFFERED
AS A COORDINATED EFFORT WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP

ELEMENTARY

SECONDARY

Number

DISAGREE

10

1

2

13

4.5

9.1

59.9

1

0

9

4.5

0.0

40.9

2

2

22

9.1

9.1

100.0

8

Percentage 36.4
Number

TOTALS

NO OPINION

Percentage 45.5
Number

TOTALS

AGREE

18

Percentage 81.8

when p >. 05, df = 2 -x 2 = 1. 55, Significance .4616
'

Principals' Sex.
pals' sex.

Part (c) of the hypothesis referred to the princi-

In seeking the statistical relationship between the principals'

sex and their perceptions of whether a sex education program should be
offered

as

a coordinated effort,

the Chi-Square was calculated and

yielded an observed value of .393, df = 2, p > .05.

This hypothesis

was not rejected, and it was concluded that the sex of principals was
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not statistically related to their perceptions of whether a sex education
program

should

be offered

as

a

coordinated

effort.

Presented

in

Table IV is this finding.

TABLE IV

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SEX OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR
PERCEPTIONS OF WHETHER A SEX EDUCATION PROGRAM SHOULD BE OFFERED
AS A COORDINATED EFFORT WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
SEX

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

TOTALS

6

1

1

8

4.5

4.5

36.4

1

1

14

4.5

4.5

63.6

2

2

22

9.1

9.1

100.0

Number

FEMALE

Percentage 27.3
Number

MALE

12

Percentage 54.5
Number

TOTALS
when

AGREE

18

Percentage 81.8

-x~ = 1. 55, Significance .4616

p > • 05, df = 2,

Further Data Analysis
For principals as a group, a computed Chi-Square resulted in an
observed

Furthermore,
percent
those

df = 2,

value of 23.28,

(81%)

with p < .05 for marginal totals.

the T-Test of Proportions revealed that the eighty-one
of

expressing

pendent measure.

principals
neutral

in agreement differed significantly from

and

disagreeable attitudes toward the de-

Moreover, it could be concluded that a majority of

the principals are in favor of sex education offered as a coordinated
effort.
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Hypothesis two stated that there is no statistically significant relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their attitudes toward offering sex education as a separate course.
Principals' Ethnicity.
principals' ethnicity.

Part (a) of the hypothesis referred to the .

To measure the principals' ethnicity and their

attitudes toward offering sex education as a separate course, a ChiSquare was computed.
p

>

It yielded an observed value of 4. 60, df = 2,

.05; as a result of this, the hypothesis was not rejected.

fore,

There-

it was concluded that principals' ethnicity and their attitudes

toward offering sex education as a separate course was not statistically
related.

Presented in Table V is this result.
TABLE V

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ETHNICITY OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR
ATTITUDES TOWARD THE OFFERING OF SEX EDUCATION AS A
SEPARATE COURSE WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
ETHNICITY

BLACK

WHITE

TOTALS

Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage

when p >.05, df = 2,

AGREE

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

TOTALSa

6

1

7

14

27.3

4.5

31.8

63.6

4

3

1

8

18.2

13.6

4.5

36.4

10

4

8

22

45.5

18.2

36.4

100.0

x2= 4.60, Significance .0999

aPercentage totals due to rounding do not equal 100%
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Level of Principalship.
level of principalship.

Part (b) of the hypothesis referred to the

In establishing that no statistically significant

relationship existed between the level of principalship and principals'
attitudes toward offering sex education as a separate course, the computed Chi-Square yielded an observed value of 1.23, df = 2, p > .05.
Therefore, hypothesis two was not rejected, and it was concluded that .
no

statistically

significant

relationship

existed

between

the level of

principalship and principals' attitudes toward offering sex education as
a separate course.

Shown in Table VI is this result.
TABLE VI

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP AND
PRINCIPALS' ATTITUDES TOWARD THE OFFERING OF SEX EDUCATION
AS A SEPARATE COURSE WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP

ELEMENTARY

DISAGREE

5

2

6

9.1

27.3

59.1

2

2

9

9.1

9.1

40.9

4

8

22

18.2

36.4

100.0

Number

Percentage 22.7
5

Percentage 22.7
Number

TOTALS
when p

NO OPINION

Number

SECONDARY

10

Percentage 45.4
!>I.

TOTALS

AGREE

13

05, df = 2, .-x 2 = 1. 23, Significance .5178

Principals' Sex.
pals' sex.

Part (c) of the hypothesis referred to the princi-

As a means of determining the statistical relationship be-

tween the principals' sex and their attitudes toward offering sex education as a separate course, a calculated Chi-Square yielded an observed
value of .285, df = 2, p

>

.05.

On the basis of this, the hypothesis
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was not rejected, and it was concluded that no statistically significant
relationship

existed

between

principals 1 sex and their attitudes

the

toward offering sex education as a separate course.

Presented in Table

VI I is this result.
TABLE VII

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SEX OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR
ATTITUDES TOWARD THE OFFERING OF SEX EDUCATION AS A SEPARATE
COURSE WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
SEX

FEMALE

AGREE

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

4

1

3

Number

Percentage 18.2
Number

MALE

4.5

6

when p

Number

>.

= 2, x2=

05, df
a

.285,

36.4
14

13.6

22.7

63.6

4

8

22

18.2

36.4

100.0

10

Percentage 45.5

4

5

3

Percentage 27.3

TOTALS

·13.6

TOTALSa

Significance .8673

Percentage totals due to rounding do not equal 100%

Further Data Analysis
For principals as a group, a computed Chi-Square for marginal
table totals resulted in a non-significant observed value of 2.55, df =
2, with p
differ

>

.05.

Consequently, it was concluded that principals did not

in their attitudes toward the offering of sex education as a

separate course.
Hypothesis three stated that there is no statistically significant relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals 1 ethnicity
level of principalship
principals 1 sex

and their attitudes toward public schools not offering sex education.
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Principals' Ethnicity.
principals' ethnicity.

Part (a) of the hypothesis referred to the

A Chi-Square was computed to test the statistical

relationship between the principals' ethnicity and their attitudes toward
public schools not offering sex education.
of 2.10, df = 2, p>.05.

It yielded an observed value

Consequently, the hypothesis was not re-

jected, and it was concluded that principals' ethnicity and their atti- .
tudes toward public schools not offering sex education were not statistically related.

This result is presented in Table VI 11.
TABLE VIII

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE ETHNICITY OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR
ATTITUDES TOWARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS NOT OFFERING SEX EDUCATION
WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
ETHNICITY

NO OPINION

1

0

13

14

4.5

0.0

59.1

63.6

1

1

6

8

4.5

4.5

27.3

36.4

2

1

19

22

9.1

4.5

86.4

100.0

Number

BLACK

Percentage
Number

WHITE

Percentage

TOTALS

Number
Percentage

TOTALSa

AGREE

DISAGREE

when p >.05, df = 2, x2= 2.10, Significance .3502
a

Percentage totals due to rounding do not equal 100%

Level of Principalship.
level of principalship.

Part (b) of the hypothesis referred to the

When the study examined the statistical relation-

ship between the level of principalship and principals' attitudes toward
the public schools not offering sex education, the Chi-Square computed
yielded an observed value of . 773, df = 2, p > .05.

Thus, the hypo-

thesis was not rejected, and it was concluded that no statistically
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significant relationship existed between the level of principalship and
their attitudes toward public schools not offering sex education.

This

result is presented in Table IX .
. TABLE IX

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP AND PRINCIPALSi
ATTITUDES TOWARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS NOT ·oFFERING SEX EDUCATION
WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP

ELEMENTARY

SECONDARY

TOTALS

AGREE

NO OPINION

1

1

11

13

4.5

4.5

50.1

59.1

1

0

8

9

4.5

0.0

36.4

40:9

2

1

19

22

9.1

4.5

86.4

100.0

Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage

DISAGREE

TOTALS

when p >. 05, df = 2, x2= .773, Significance .6798

Principals' Sex.
pals' sex.

Part (c) of the hypothesis referred to the princi-

In seeking the statistical relationship between the principals'

sex and their attitudes toward public schools not offering sex education, the Chi-Square was calculated and yielded an observed value of
2.89, df = 2, p > .05.

Therefore, the hypothesis was not rejected, and

it was concluded that the sex of principals was not statistically related
to their attitudes toward

public schools not offering sex education.
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significant relationship existed between the level of principalship and
their attitudes toward public schools not offering sex education.

This

_result is presented in Table IX .
. TABLE IX

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP AND PRINCIPALSi
ATTITUDES TOWARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS NOT ·oFFERING SEX EDUCATION
WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP

ELEMENTARY

SECONDARY

TOTALS

AGREE

NO OPINION

1

1

11

13

4.5

4.5

50.1

59.1

1

0

8

9

4.5

0.0

36.4

40.-9

2

1

19

22

9.1

4.5

86.4

100.0

Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage

DISAGREE

TOTALS

when p >. 05, df = 2, x2= .773, Significance .6798

Principals 1 Sex.
pals1 sex.

Part (c) of the hypothesis referred to the princi-

In seeking the statistical relationship between the principals 1

sex and their attitudes toward public schools not offering sex education, the Chi-Square was calculated and yielded an observed value of
2.89, df = 2, p

>

.05.

Therefore, the hypothesis was not rejected, and

it was concluded that the sex of principals was not statistically related
to their attitudes toward

public schools not offering sex education.
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Presented in Table X is this result.
TABLE X

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SEX O_F PRINCIPALS AND THEIR ATTITUDES TOWARD
PUBLIC SCHOOLS NOT OFFERING SEX .EDUCATION WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
SEX

FEMALE

AGREE

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

TOTALS

0

1

7

8

0.0

4.5

31. 8

36.4

2

0

12

14

9.1

0.0

54.5

63.6

2

1

19

22

9.1

4.5

86.4

100. 0

Number
Percentage
Number

MALE

Percentage

TOTALS

Number
Percentage

when p >.05, df

=

2,

X2=

2.89, Significance .2352

Further Data Analysis
For principals as a group, a computed Chi-Square resulted in an
observed

value

Additionally,

of 27. 92,

df = 2,

with p <. 05 for marginal totals.

the T-Test of Proportions revealed that the eighty-six

percent (86%) of the principals in disagreement differed significantly
from

those

principals

expressing

neutral

and

agreeable

attitudes.

Moreover, it was concluded that a majority of the principals agreed that
the public schools should offer sex education.
Hypothesis four -stated that there is no statistically significant relationship between:
(a)
(b)
(c)

the principals' ethnicity
the level of principalship
the principals' sex

and their attitudes toward the incorporation of sex education into the
overal I educational process.
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Principals' Ethnicity.
principals' ethnicity.

Part (a) of the hypothesis referred to the

To test the principals' ethnicity and their atti-

tudes toward the incorporation of sex education into the overall educational

process,

a Chi-Square was computed.

value of 3.51, df = 2, p

>

thesis was not rejected.

.05.

It yielded an observed

As a result of the findings, the hypo-

Therefore, it was concluded that principals' .

ethnicity and their attitudes toward the incorporation of sex education
into the overall educational process were not related.

Presented in

Table XI is this result.
TABLE XI

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ETHNICITY OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR ATTITUDES
TOWARD THE INCORPORATION OF SEX EDUCATION INTO THE OVERALL EDUCATIONAL
PROCESS WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
ETHNICITY
Number

BLACK

Percentage

AGREE

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

TOTALSa

13

1

0

14

59.1

4.5

0.0

63.6

5

2

1

8

22.7

9.1

4.5

36.4

18

3

1

22

81. 8

13.6

4.5

100.0

Number

WHITE

Percentage

TOTALS

Number
Percentage

when p >.05, df

= 2,

X

2

= 3.51,

Significance .1726

a Percentage totals due to rounding do not equal 100%
Level of Principal ship.
level of principalship.

Part (b) of the hypothesis referred to the

In measuring the relationship between the level

of principalship and principals' attitudes toward the incorporation ~f sex
education into the over al I educational process, a computed Chi-Square
yielded an observed value of 1.55, df = 2, p

>

.05.

Therefore, the
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hypothesis was not rejected, and it was concluded that no statistically
significant relationship existed between the level of principalship and
their attitudes toward the incorporation of sex education into the overall
educational process.

This result is presented in Table X 11.
TABLE XII

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP AND PRINCIPALS 1
ATTITUDES TOWARD THE INCORPORATION OF SEX EDUCATION INTO THE OVERALL
EDUCATIONAL PROCESS WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP

Number

TOTALSa

AGREE

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

11

1

1

13

50.0

4.5

4.5

59.1

7

2

0

9

31.8

9.1

0.0

40.9

18

3

1

22

81.8

13.6

4.5

100.0

ELEMENTARY
Percentage
Number
SECONDARY
Percentage
Number
TOTALS
Percentage
when p >. 05, df = 2,

x2 = 1. 55, Significance .4616

aPercentage totals due to rounding do not equal 100%
Princieals' Sex.
pals' sex.
principals'

Part (c) of the hypothesis referred to the princi-

As a means of determining the relationship between the
sex and

their attitudes

toward the incorporation of sex

education into the overall educational process, a calculated Chi-Square
yielded an observed value of 3.51, df = 2, p

>

.05.

On the basis of the

aforementioned findings, the hypothesis was not rejected, and it was
concluded the principals' sex and their attitudes toward the incorpo-
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ration of sex education into the overal I educational process were not
related.

Presented in Table XI 11 is this result.
TABLE XIII

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SEX OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR ATTITUDES
TOWARD THE INCORPORATION OF SEX EDUCATION INTO THE OVERALL EDUCATIONAL
PROCESS WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
SEX

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

TOTALS

7

0

1

8

0.0

4.5

36.4

3

0

14

13.6

0.0

63.4

3

1

22

13.6

4.5

100.0

Number

FEMALE

Percentage 31.8
'

MALE

AGREE

Number

11

Percentage 50.0

TOTALS

Number

18

Percentage 81.8

when p >.05, df = 2, x2 = 3.51, Significance .1726

Further Data Analysis
For principals as a group, a computed Chi-Square for marginal
totals resulted in an observed value of 23.56, df = 2, with p < .05.
The T-Test of Proportions revealed that the eighty-one percent (81%) of
the principals in agreement differed significantly from those principals
expressing neutral and disagreeable attitudes.

Consequently, it was

concluded that a majority of the principals agreed that sex education
should be incorporated into the overall educational process.
Discussion of the Question as Related to the
Analysis of the Hypotheses
Question one stated: to what extent, if any, do ethnicity, level
of principalship, and sex have on principals' attitudes toward the

so
inclusion of a separate course in sex education in the curriculum?
--question· was tested statistically, using hypotheses:

This

H01/H02/H03/H04.

Hypotheses one through four were tested independently to determine the relatedness of princip~fls' ethnicity, level of principal ship, and
sex upon principals' attitudes toward: sex education offered as a coordinated effort;

sex education offered as a separate course; public .

schools not offering sex education; and incorporating sex education into
the overal I educational process.

The data analyses revealed that princi-

pals' ethnicity, level of principalship, and sex independently were not
statistically related to the various dependent measures.
each

specific

statistically

independent

significant

variable

outcome

and

toward

Consequently,

dependent m·easure
the

inclusion

of a

had

no

separate

course in sex education in the curriculum.
Hypothesis five stated that there is no statistically significant relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their perceptions of parents being against sex education offered as
a separate course.
Principals' Ethnicity.
principals' ethnicity.

Part (a) of the hypothesis referred to the

A Chi-Square was computed to test the statistical

relationship between the principals' ethnicity and their perceptions of
parents being against sex education offered as a separate course.
yielded an observed value of 2.34, df = 2, p > .OS.
hypothesis

was

not

rejected,

and

It

Consequently, the

it was concluded that principals'

ethnicity and their perceptions of parents being against sex education
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offered as a separate course were not statistically related .

This result

is presented in Table XIV .
TABLE XIV

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ETHNICITY OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR
PERCEPTIONS OF PARENTS BEING AGAINST SEX EDUCATION OFFERING AS A
SEPARATE COURSE WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
ETHNICITY

AGREE

Number

BLACK

Percentage

Percentage

TOTALS

TOTALS

11

1

14

9. 1

50.0

4.5

63.6

0

6

2

8

0.0

27.6

9.1

36.4

2

17

3

22

9.1

77.3

13.6

100.0

Number
Percentage

DISAGREE

2

Number

WHITE

NO OPINION

when p >. 05, df = 2, x2 = 2. 34, Significance .3103

Level of Principal ship.
level of principalship.

Part (b) of the hypothesis referred to the

When the study examined the statistical relation-

ship between the level of principalship and principals' perceptions of
parents being against sex education offered as a separate course, the
Chi-Square yielded an observed value of 3.18, df = 2, p > .05.

Thus,

the hypothesis was not rejected, and it was concluded that no statistically significant relationship existed between the level of principalship
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and their perceptions of parents being against sex education offered as
a separate course.

This result is presented in Table XV.
TABLE XV

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP AND THEIR PERCEPTIONS
OF PARENTS BEING AGAINST SEX EDUCATION OFFERED AS A SEPARATE COURSE
WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS

LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP

ELEMENTARY
SECONDARY

TOTALS

Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage
Number

Principals 1 Sex.
pals 1 sex.
sex

and

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

0

11

2

13

0.0

50.0

9.1

59.1

2

6

9.1

27.3

4.5

40.9

1

22

13.6

100.0

2

Percentage

when p >. 05, df = 2,

AGREE

2

X

9.1

77.3

TOTALS

= 3.18, Significance .2037

Part (c) of the hypothesis referred to the princi~

In seeking the statistical relationship between the principals 1
their

perceptions of

parents

being

against

sex

education

offered as a separate course, the Chi-Square was calculated and yielded
an observed value of 6. 75, df = 2, p < .05.

Therefore, the hypothesis

was rejected, and it was concluded that a statistically significant relationship existed between the principals 1 sex and their perceptions of parents
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being against sex education offered as a separate course.

Presented in

Table XV I is this result.
TABLE XVI

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SEX OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR PERCEPTIONS
OF PARENTS BEING AGAINST SEX EDUCATION OFFERED AS A SEPARATE COURSE
WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
SEX

FEMALE

Number
Percentage
Number

MALE

Percentage

TOTALS

Number

AGREE

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

TOTALS

0

5

3

8

0.0

22.7

13.6

36.4

2

12

0

14

9.1

.54. 5

0.0

63.6

2

17

3

22

77.3

13.6

100.0

Percentage · 9.1

when p <.05, df = 2, x2 = 6.75, Significance .0343

Since a significant relationship existed in part (c) of hypothesis
five, an examination was made to see if there was a significant difference between the proportions of female and male principals who agreed,
expressed no opinion, and disagreed with the statement that parents
are against sex education

being offered as a separate course.

The

T-Test of Proportions revealed that the following statistical differences
occurred between:

(1) male principals who had favorable attitudes and

male principals who had neutral attitudes, (2) male principals who had
neutral attitudes and those female principals who had unfavorable attitudes, (3) principals who had neutral attitudes and principals who had
favorable attitudes, and ( 4) principals who had disagreeable attitudes

54
and principals who had neutral attitudes.

These results are presented

in Table XVI I.

TABLE XVII

T-TEST OF PROPORTIONS BETWEEN THE SE°X OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR PERCEPTIONS
OF PARENTS BEING AGAINST SEX EDUCATION OFFERED AS A SEPARATE COURSE
Proportions

Probability

Sig.

Females Agreed vs. Females No Opinion

P >.05

No

Females Agreed vs. Females Disagreed

P >.05

No

Females Agreed vs. Males Agreed

P >.05

No

Females Agreed vs. Males No Opinion

P >.05

No

Females Agreed vs. Males Disagreed

P >.05

No

Females No Opinion vs. Females Disagreed

P >.05

No

Females No Opinion vs. Males Agreed

P >.05

No

Females No Opinion vs. Males No Opinion

P >.05

No

Females No Opinion vs. Males Disagreed

P >.05

No

Females Disagreed vs. Mal es Agreed

P > . 05

No

Females Disagreed vs. Males No Opinion

P < .05

Yes*

Females Disagreed vs. Mal es Disagreed

P > • 05

No

Males Agreed vs. Males No Opinion

P < .05

Yes*

Males Agreed vs. Males Disagreed

P > .05

No

Mal es No Opinion vs. Mal es Disagreed

P > . 05

No

Principals Agreed vs. Principals No Opinion

P < .05

Yes*

Principals Agreed vs. Principals Disagreed

P > .05

No

Principals No Opinion vs. Principals Disagreed

P < .05

Yes*

* See Appendix D
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Further Data Analysis
For principals as a group, a computed Chi-Square for marginal
totals resulted in an observed value of 19.19, df = 2, with p-< .05.
Moreover, the T-Test of Proportions revealed that seventy-seven
percent (77%) of the principals expressing neutral attitudes differed
significantly from those principals expressing agreeable and disagreeable .
attitudes.

The above results suggest that principals may be affected

by parental attitudes.
Hypothesis six stated
relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

that there

is

no

statistically

significant

principals' ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their perceptions of how parents feel about sex education being
taught in public schools.
Principals' Ethnicity.
pals' ethnicity.

Part (a) of hypothesis referred to princi-

To test the principals' ethnicity and their perceptions

of how parents feel about sex education being taught in public schools,
a Chi-Square was computed.
2, p >.05.
rejected.

It yielded an observed value of 2. 11, df =

As a result of the above findings, the hypothesis was not
Therefore,

it was concluded that principals' ethnicity and

their perceptions of how parents feel about sex education being taught
in

public

schools

were

Table XVI 11 is this result.

not

statistically

related.

Presented

in

TABLE XVIII

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ETHNICITY OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR PERCEPTIONS OF
HOW PARENTS FEEL ABOUT SEX EDUCATION BEING TAUGHT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
ETHNICITY

BLACK

WHITE

TOTALS

Number
Percentage
Number

Number
Percentage

= 2,

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

TOTALS

3

6

5

14

13.6

27.3

22.7

63.6

3

8

0

Percentage

when p >.05, df

AGREE

0.7

22.7

13.6

36.4

3

11

8

22

50.0

36.4

100.0

13.6
2

X

5

= 2.11,

Significance .3479

Ul

0)
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Level of Principalship.
level of principalship.

Part (b) of the hypothesis referred to the

In the testing significant relationship between

the level of principalship and principals 1 perceptions of how parents feel
about sex education being taught in public schools, the computed ChiSquare yielded an observed value of .956, df = 2, p > .05.

Therefore,

the hypothesis was not rejected, and it was concluded that no significant statistical

relationship existed between the level of principalship

and

perceptions of how parents feel

principals'

being taught in public schools.

about sex education

Shown in Table XIX is this result.

TABLE XIX

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP AND THEIR PERCEPTIONS
OF HOW PARENTS FEEL ABOUT SEX EDUCATION BEING TAUGHT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP

ELEMENTARY

SECONDARY

AGREE

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

1

7

5

13

4.5

31.8

22.7

59~1

2

4

9.1
3

Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage
Number

TOTALS

Percentage 13. 6

TOTALS

3

9

18.2

13. 6

40.9

11

8

22

50.0

36.4

100.0

when p >.05, df = 2, X2= .956, Significance .6201

Principals' Sex.
pals'

Part (c) of the hypothesis referred to the princi-

sex.

As a means of determining the relationship between the

principals'

sex and their perceptions of how parents feel about sex

education

being taught in

public schools,

the calculated Chi-Square

yielded an observed value of 1.05, df = 2, p

>

.05.

On the basis of
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this analysis, the hypothesis was rejected, and it was concluded that no
significant statistical

relationship existed

between the principals' sex

and their perceptions of how parents feel about sex education . being
taught in public schools.

Prese·nted in Table XX is this result.
TABLE XX

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SEX OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR PERCEPTIONS
OF HOW PARENTS FEEL ABOUT SEX EDUCATION BEING TAUGHT IN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
SEX

AGREE

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

TOTALS

1

3

4

8

4.5

13.6

18.2

36.4

2

8

4

14

9.1

36.4

18.2

63.6

3

11

8

22

50.0

36.4

100.0

Number

FEMALE

Percentage
Number

MALE

Percentage
Number

TOTALS

Percentage 13.6

when p >.05, df = 2,

x2= 1.05, Significance .5923

Further Data Analysis
For principals as a group, a computed Chi-Square for marginal
totals resulted in a non-significant observed value of 4.56, df = 2, with
p

>

.05.

cant

Consequently, it was concluded that principals had no signifi-

perception

concerning

the

aforementioned

dependent

measure.

Discussion of the Question as Related to the
Analysis of the Hypotheses
Question two stated: to what extent, if any, do principals' perceptions of parental attitudes affect the offering of a separate course in
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sex education in the curriculum?

This question was tested statistically

using hy°potheses: H05/H06.
Hypotheses five and six were tested independently to determine the
relatedness of principals' ethnicity, level of principalship, and sex upon
principals'

perceptions

toward

parents

being

against

sex

education

offered as a separate course, and how parents feel about sex education .
being taught in public schools.

The data analyses revealed that when

examining principals' sex, there was a statistically significant relationship between male and female principals regarding parents being against
sex education offered as a separate course, with principals expressing a
neutral attitude.

There was not any relationship between principals'

ethnicity and level of principalship in relation to the same dependent
measure.

When examining principals' ethnicity, level of principal ship,

and sex toward their perception -of parents being against sex education
taught in public schools, there was no statistically significant relationship discussed.

Consequently, as a result of the above findings and as

related to principals 1 sex, principals 1 perceptions of parents 1 attitudes
were affected concerning parents being against sex education offered as
a separate course, thereby supporting the finding that parental attitudes may affect principals' perceptions.
Hypothesis seven stated that there is no statistically significant relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals 1 ethnicity
level of principalship
principals' sex

and their attitudes toward minority students and the offering of sex
education as a separate course.
Principals 1 Ethnicity.
principals' ethnicity.

Part

(a)

of

the

hypothesis

referred

to

A Fisher's Exact Test was computed to test the
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statistical relationship between the principals' ethnicity and their attitudes toward minority students and the offering of sex education as a
separate course.

It yielded an observed value of .364, df = 1, p > .05.

Consequently, the hypothesis Was not rejected, and it was concluded
that

the

principals'

ethnicity

and

their

attitudes

toward

minority

students and the offering of sex education as a separate course were
not statistically related.

This result is presented in Table XXI.
TABLE XXI

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ETHNICITY OF PRINCIPALSi AND THEIR
PERCEPTIONS OF MINORITY STUDENTS 1 NEED FOR A SEPARATE COURSE IN
SEX EDUCATION WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
NO OPINION

ETHNICITY
Number

BLACK

0

Percentage

Percentage
Number

TOTALS

Percentage

TOTALS

14

14

4.5

63.6

6

2

8

27.6

9.1

36.4

17

3

22

77.3

13.6

100.0

50.0

Number

WHITE

DISAGREE

when p > . 05, df = 1, Fisher 1 s Exact Test= .364

Level of Principalship.
level of principalship.

Part (b) of the hypothesis referred to the

When the study examined the statistical relation-

ship between the level of principalship and principals 1 attitudes toward
minority

students

and

the offering

of sex education as a separate

course, the Fisher 1 s Exact Test yielded an observed value of .409, df =
1, p > . 05.

Thus, the hypothesis was not rejected, and it was
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concluded that no statistical relationship existed between the level of
principalship and principals 1 attitudes toward minority students and the
offering of sex education as a separate course. · This result is presented in Table XXI I.
TABLE XXII

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP AND PRINCIPALS'
PERCEPTIONS OF MINORITY STUDENTS! NEED FOR A SEPARATE COURSE
IN SEX EDUCATION WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP

ELEMENTARY

SECONDARY

TOTALS

NO OPINION

Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage

DISAGREE

TOTALS

0

13

13

0.0

59.1

59.1

1

8

4.5

36.4

40.9

1

21

22

4.5

95.5

100. 0

9

when p >.05, Fisher's Exact Test= .409
Principals 1 Sex.
pals1 sex.

Part (c) of the hypothesis referred to the princi-

In seeking the statistical relationship between the principals 1

sex and their attitudes toward minority students and the offering of sex
education as a separate course, the Fisher 1s Exact Test was calculated
and yielded an observed value of . 636, df = 1, p >. 05.

Therefore, the

hypothesis was not rejected, and it was concluded that no statistically
significant relationship existed between the principals 1 sex and
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their attitudes toward minority students and the offering of sex education as a separate course.

This result is presented in Table XXI 11.
TABLE XXI 11

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SEX OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR PERCEPTIONS
OF MINORITY STUDENTSi NEED FOR A SEPARATE COURSE IN SEX EDUCATION
WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
SEX

FEMALE

DISAGREE

TOTALS

0

8

8

0.0

36.4

36.4

1

13

14

4.5

59.1

63.4

1

21

22

4.5

95.5

100.0

NO OPINION
Number
Percentage
Number

MALE

Percentage

TOTALS

Number
Percentage

when p >.05, df = 1, Fisher's Exact Test= .636

Further Data Analysis
For principals as a group, a computed Chi~Square resulted in an
observed value 18.99, df = 1, with p -<.05 for marginal totals.

More-

over, the T-Test of Proportions revealed that the ninety-five percent
(95%) of the principals expressing disagreement differed significantly
from those principals expressing

neutral attitudes.

Consequently, it

was concluded that the ethnicity of students was not important concerning the offering of sex education as a separate course.
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Hypothesis eight stated that there is no statistically significant
relationship between the:
(a)
(b)
(c)

principals 1 ethnicity
level of principalship
principals 1 sex

and their attitudes toward a student 1s need for a separate course in sex
education regardless of race.
Principals 1 Ethnicity.

To measure the extent to which principals 1

ethnicity and their attitudes toward a student 1s need for a separate
course in sex education were statistically neutral, a Chi-Square was
It yielded an observed value of 5. 78, df = 2, p

computed.

result of this analysis, the hypothesis was rejected.

<

.05.

As a

Therefore, it was

concluded that . a statistically significant relationship existed between the
principals 1 ethnicity and their attitudes toward students 1 need for a
separate course in sex education regardless of race.

This result is

presented in Table XXIV.
TABLE XXIV

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ETHNICITY OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR
ATTITUDES TOWARD STUDENTS! NEED FOR A SEPARATE COURSE IN SEX
EDUCATION REGARDLESS OF RACE WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
ETHNICITY

BLACK

Percentage
Number

WHITE

Percentage

TOTALS
when

Number

Number
Percentage

p < . 05,

df = 2,

X

2

AGREE

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

TOTALS

6

1

7

14

27.3

4.5

31.8

63.6

7

1

0

8

31.8

4.5

0.0

36.4

13

2

7

22

59.1

9.1

31. 8

100. 0 .

= 5. 78,

Significance .0529
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Since a significant relationship existed in part (a) of hypothesis
eight, an examination was made to determine if there was a significant
difference between the proportions of black and white principals who
agreed, expressed no opinion, · and di sag reed with the statement that
attitudes toward a student's need for a separate course in sex education
regardless of race had an effect on principals.

The T-Test of Pro- .

portions

differences

revealed

that the fol lowing

statistical

occurred

between:

(1) black principals who had favorable attitudes and black

principals

who

had

neutral attitudes;

(2)

black principals who had

favorable attitudes and white principals who had neutral attitudes; (3)
black principals who had unfavorable attitudes and black principals who
had neutral attitudes; ( 4) black principals who had neutral attitudes
and white principals who had favorable attitudes, (5) black principals
who had unfavorable attitudes and white principals who had neutral
attitudes,

and

(6) white principals who had favorable attitudes and

white principals who had
sented in Table XXV.

neutral attitudes.

These results are pre-
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TABLE XXV

T-TEST OF PROPORTIONS BETWEEN ETHNICITY OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR
ATTITUDES TOWARD STUDENTS' NEED FOR A SEPARATE COURSE IN SEX
EDUCATION REGARDLESS OF RACE
Proportions

Probability

Sig.

Blacks Agreed vs. Blacks No Opinion

P <. 05

Yes*

Blacks Agreed vs. Blacks Disagreed

P >. 05

No

Blacks Agreed vs. Whites Agreed

P >. 05

No

Blacks Agreed vs. Whites No Opinion

P <. 05

Yes*

Blacks Agrees vs. Whites Disagreed

P > • 05

No

Blacks No Opinion vs. Blacks Disagreed

P < • 05

Yes*

Blacks No Opinion vs. Whites Agreed

P < • 05

Yes*

Blacks No Opinion vs. Whites No Opinion

P >. 05

No

Blacks No Opinion vs. Whites Disagreed

P >. 05

No

Blacks Disagreed vs. Whites Agreed

P > . 05

No

Blacks Disagreed vs. Whites No Opinion

P < . 05

Yes*

Blacks Disagreed vs. Whites Disagreed

P > • 05

No

Whites Agreed vs. Whites No Opinion

P < • 05

Yes*

Whites Agreed vs. Whites Disagreed

P> . 05

No

Whites No Opinion vs. Whites Disagreed

P >. 05

No

* See Appendix D
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Level of Principalship.
level

of

Part

principalship.

In

(b)

of the hypothesis

measuring

the

statistical

referred to
relationship

between the level of principalship and principals' attitudes toward a
student's need for a separate course in sex education regardless of
race, a computed Chi-Square yielded an observed value of 1.38, df = 2,
p

> • 05.

cluded

Therefore, the hypothesis was not rejected, and it was conthat

no

statistical

principalship and
separate

course

relationship

existed

between

the level of

principals' attitudes toward a student's need for a
in

sex

education

regardless

of

race.

Shown

in

Table XXVI is this result.
TABLE XXVI

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP AND THEIR ATTITUDES
TOWARD STUDENTS 1 NEED FOR A SEPARATE COURSE IN SEX EDUCATION
REGARDLESS OF RACE WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
LEVEL OF PRINCIPALSHIP

ELEMENTARY

SECONDARY

TOTALS

AGREE

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

9

1

3

Number

Percentage 40.0
Number

4

Percentage 18.2
Number

13

Percentage 59.1

when p >. 05, df = 2,

2

X

=

4.5

13.6

TOTALS
13
59.1

1

4

9

4.5

18.2

40.9

2

7

22

9.1

31.8

100.0

l. 38, Significance .5005
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Principals' Sex .
pals'

sex.

Part (c) of the hypothesis referred to the princi-

As a means of determining the relationship between the

principals' sex and their attitudes toward a student's need for a separate course in sex education regardless of race, a calculated Chi-Square
yielded an observed value of .464, df = 2, p

>

.05.

On the basis of

this analysis, the hypothesis was not rejected, and it was concluded ·
that no statistical relationship existed between the principals' sex and
their attitudes toward a student's need for a separate course in sex
education regardless of race.

Presented in Table XXVI I is the result.
TABLE XXVII

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SEX OF PRINCIPALS AND THEIR
ATTITUDES TOWARD STUDENTS! NEED FOR A SEPARATE COURSE IN SEX
EDUCATION REGARDLESS OF RACE WITH OVERALL PERCENTAGE TOTALS
SEX
FEMALE

NO OPINION

DISAGREE

TOTALS

4

1

3

8

4.5

13.6

36.4

1

4

14

4.5

18.2

63.6

Number

Percentage 18.2
Number

MALE

9

Percentage 40.9

TOTALS
when

AGREE

p

Number

13

Percentage 59.1
>.05, df = 2,

2

7

9.1

31.8

22

100.0

x2= .464, Significance .7929

Further Data Analysis
For principals as a group, a computed Chi-Square for marginal
totals resulted in an observed value of 8.29, df = 2, with p < .05.

The

T-Test of Proportions revealed that the fifty-nine percent (59%) of the
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principals expressing agreement differed significantly from those principals expressing neutral attitudes,
pressing

disagreement.

As

a

but not from those principals ex-

result of the above findings,

it was

concluded that a majority of the principals were in agreement with the
aforementioned dependent measure.
Discussion of the Question as Related to the
Analysis of the Hypotheses
Question three stated: to what extent, if any, does the ethnicity
of students have on principals' attitudes toward offering sex education
as a separate course in public schools?

This question was tested sta-

tistically using hypotheses H07 /H08.
Hypotheses seven and eight were tested independently to determine
the relatedness of principals' ethnicity, level of principalship, and sex
upon principals' attitudes toward minority students and the offering of
sex education as a separate course; and a student's need for a separate
course in sex education regardless of race.

The data analyses revealed

that principals' ethnicity, level of principalship, and sex independently
were not statistically related to minority students and the offering of
sex education as a separate course.
students

had

no

effect on

Consequently, the ethnicity of

principals' attitudes toward offering sex

education as a separate course.
However, when examining the independent variables and principals'
attitudes toward a student's need for a separate course in sex education
regardless of race, it was revealed that principals' ethnicity was related
to the aforementioned dependent measure.

Additionally, concerning the
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level of principalship and principals' sex there were no statistical relationships.

As a result of the above analyses, if was concluded that

the principals' ethnicity was related to a student's need for a separate
course in sex education regardless of race.

CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The

purpose of this study was to investigate the attitudes of

public school principals in selected metropolitan school districts toward
a separate course in sex education in public schools.

More specifically,

this study examined the independent effects of sex, ethnicity and level
of principalship on the attitudes of principals toward a separate course
in sex education in public schools.
The survey method
evaluate the data.
pendent

School

was

employed in the study to collect and

Twenty-two (22) principals from the Beaumont IndeDistrict

and

the

North

Forest

Independent School

District were selected to participate in the study.
A

questionnaire

was

developed,

inasmuch

as

an

appropriate

standardized instrument did not exist that was germane to the particular purpose of this study.
sections.

The first

section

The instrument was divided into two
consisted

of seven (7) items---six (6)

demographic items and one dichotomous item.

The second section of the

instrument contained ten (10) items in the form of .a Likert-type scale.
In addition, one of the ten items consisted of an open-ended form.

The

items in section two called for the respondents in this study to check
one of five options:

strongly agree (5), agree ( 4), no opinion (3),

disagree (2), and strongly disagree (1).
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The instrument was field-tested by administering it to 14 principals
of a local school district in southeast Texas, in order to determine the
clarity of the questions and to determine an estimation of the reliability
of the questionnaire.
The data analyses for this study were accomplished through the
application of the Chi-Square Analysis,

Fisher 1s Exact Test, and the

T-Test of Proportions.
SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS
Based on the results of this study, the following findings were
observed.
1.

The variables (1) ethnicity, (2) level of principalst;,ip, and
(3)

sex

were

not significantly related to the attitudes of

principals toward the statement that a sex education program
should be offered as a coordinated effort.
2.

The attitudes of principals toward offering sex education as a
separate course were not significantly related to their sex,
ethnicity, or level of principalship.

3.

The variables (1) ethnicity, (2) level of · principalship, and (3)
sex, independently did not produce a significant relationship
between the attitudes of principals toward a separate course
in sex education.

4.

The attitudes of principals toward the placement of a sex
education
related

course

in

the

to their ethnicity,

curriculum
sex,

were

not statistically

or level of principalship.
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5.

Th~ principals' sex and level of principal ship independently
did not produce a significant relationship between principals 1
perceptions of parents being against sex education offered as
a separate course.

6.

The

attitudes

against

sex

of principals'

education

perceptions of

offered

as

a

parents

separate -course

being
were -

significantly related to their sex.
7.

The attitudes of principals toward the way parents feel about
sex education being taught in public schools were not significantly

related

to

their

sex,

level

of

principalship,

and

ethnicity.
8.

The effects of the principals' ethnicity,

sex,

and level of

principalship independently on their attitudes toward minority
students

and

the offering of sex education as a separate

course were not statistically related.
9.

The attitudes of principals toward a student's need for a
separate course

in

sex

education regardless of race were

significantly related to their ethnicity.
10.

The principals' sex and level of principalship independently
did not produce a statistically significant relationship between
their attitudes toward a student's need for a separate course
in sex education regardless of race.

11.

Attitudes of principals as a group differed significantly on
the

dependent measure concerning

the offering

of a

sex

education program as a coordinated effort, with 81. 8 percent
in

agreement,

9.1

percent with

percent expressed disagreement.

neutral attitudes and 9.1
The T-Test of Proportions
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revealed that principals as a group who expressed agreement
significantly differed from those principals expressing neutral
and disagreeable attitudes.
12.

Attitudes of principals as a group did not differ significantly
on the dependent measure concerning their attitudes toward
offering sex education as a separate group.

13.

Attitudes of principals as a group differed significantly on
the

dependent

measure

offering sex education,
percent

expressing

agreement.

concerning

the

public

school

not

with 86. 4 percent disagreeing, 4. 5

neutral

attitudes

and

9. 1

percent

in

The T-Test of Proportions revealed that princi-

pals as a group who expressed disagreement differed significantly from those principals expressing neutral and agreeable
attitudes.
14.

Attitudes of principals as a group differed significantly on
the dependent measure concerning the placement of a sex
education

course

in

the curriculum,

with 81.8 percent in

agreement, 13. 6 percent expressing neutral attitudes and 4. 5
percent expressing disagreement.

The T-Test of Proportions

revealed that principals as a group who expressed agreement
differed significantly from those principals with neutral and
disagreeable attitudes.
15.

Attitudes of principals as a group differed significantly on
the dependent measure concerning parents' being against sex
education offered as a separate course,
expressing
9.1

neutral attitudes,

percent agreeing.

with 77. 3 percent

13.6 percent disagreeing and

The T-Test of Proportions revealed
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that principals as a group who expressed neutral attitudes
differed significantly from those principals with disagreeable
and agreeable attitudes.
16.

Attitudes of principals· as a group did not differ significantly
on the dependent measure concerning their perception of how
parents

feel

about

sex

education

being

taught

in

public .

schools.
17.

Attitudes of principals as a group differed significantly on
the

dependent

measure

concerning

their

perceptions

of

minority students' need for a separate course in sex education,

with

95.5

percent expressing

percent expressing neutral attitudes.

disagreement and

4.5

The T-Test of Pro-

portions revealed that principals as a group who expressed
disagreeable attitudes differed significantly from those principals expressing neutral attitudes.
18.

~ttitudes of principals as a group differed significantly concerning the dependent measure of all students' need for a
separate course in sex education regardless of race, with 59.1
percent agreeing, 39 .1 percent disagreeing, and 9. 1 percent
expressing

neutral

attitudes. · The

T-Test of

Proportions

revealed that principals as a group who expressed agreement
differed significantly from those principals expressing neutral
attitudes.
CONCLUSIONS

The following conclusions were drawn as a result of the findings of
this study.

First, it was concluded that there was no significant
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relationship between the principals' ethnicity, sex, or level of principalship, and principals' attitudes toward offering sex education as a coordinated effort,
public schools.

and offering a separate course in sex education in
Secondly, it w·as concluded that there was no signifi-

cant relationship between principals' sex, ethnicity, or level of principalship and their attitudes toward the placement of a sex education
course in the curriculum.

Thirdly, it was concluded that there was not

a

between

significant

relationship

the principals' ethnicity,

level of

principalship, and principals' perception of parents being against sex
education

offered

as

a

separate course.

However,

for

the

afore-

mentioned dependent measure there was a significant relationship with
principals' sex.

Further data analyses revealed that the differing of

expressed attitudes by principals of both sexes, males in agreement
nine percent (9%) males expressing neutral attitudes fifty-four percent
(54%),

females

in

disagreement fourteen

percent (14%),

and females

expressing neutral attitudes twenty-three percent (23%) represents some
confusion concerning principals'

perceptions of parents being against

sex education offered as a separate course.
that

there

was

no

significant

Fourth, it was concluded

relationship

between

the

principals'

ethnicity, sex, or level of principalship and principals' perception of
how parents feel about sex education being taught in public schools.
Fifth,
between

it · was
the

concluded
principals'

principals 1 attitudes

that there
sex,

toward

was

ethnicity,

minority

no
level

students'

significant
of

relationship

principal ship,

need

for

a

and

separate

course in sex education.
Sixth, it was concluded that there was no significant relationship
between the principals' sex, and level of principalship and principals'
attitudes toward a student's need for a separate course in sex
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education

regardless

of

race.

Additionally,

it was

concluded

that

principals 1 ethnicity was related to their attitudes toward a student 1s
need

for

a

separ~te

course

in

sex

education

regardless

of

race.

Further data analyses revealed · that a majority of the white principals
were in agreement, thirty-two percent (32%), and a large percentage of

black principals were in agreement, twenty-seven percent (27%), while a .
small percentage of both blacks and whites expressed neutral attitudes
nine percent (9%), and a majority of blacks expressed disagreement,
thirty-two percent (32%); although blacks as a grOl:,JP did not support
the dependent measure, the majority of the principals, both black and
white, agreed that students• need a separate course in sex education,
regardless of race.
Perhaps the most significant findings in this study concerns the
total population of principals.

First, it was concluded that the majority

of the principals, eighty-two percent (82%), agreed that a sex education
program should be offered as a coordinated effort (K-12).

Secondly, it

was concluded that eighty-six percent (86%) of the principals disagree.d
with the public schools not offering .s ex education.
concluded

the

majority of the principals,

Thirdly, it was

eighty-two percent (82%),

expressed agreement concerning the placement of a sex education course
in the curriculum.

The previous two findings are favorable to those

made by William Yarber, 1

who found in his study that most of the

principals

indicated

schools. 2

But, these findings were not supported by Haggerson and

1

Yarber, p. 20.

2 1bid.

strong support for sex education in the public
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Cohen. 3

Haggerson and Cohen

reported that principals in Arizona's

public schools showed a lack of unified support for sex education.
Nevertheless, on the other hand, this study supported the findings of
Charles Reed 5 with regard to the placement of sex education into the
. I um. 6
curr1cu

Another conclusion for principals as a group was that ninety-five ·
percent

(95%)

expressed

disagreement

with

the

dependent measure

concerning minority students' need for a separate course in sex education.

Finally, it was concluded that a majority of the principals, fifty-

nine percent (59%), were in agreement with all students' need for a
separate co4rse in sex education regardless of race.
IMPLICATIONS FOR POLICY DEVELOPMENT

The following recommendations are suggested for school districts to
consider before implementing a program in sex education.
1.

That school districts continue to develop and improve curriculum
materials in the area of sex education.

2.

That a planned and progressive program in sex education should
be offered in all public schools.

The program should be a co-

ordinated effort ( K-12).
3.

That administrators (especially the principals) in public schools
should

open

communication

channels

with

parents

relative

assessing their attitudes toward a sex education program.

3 Haggerson and Cohen p. 19.
5

Reed, p. 18.

to
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4.

That before planning a sex education program, involve pr incipals,
teachers,

parents,

and students in the initial stages so as to

remove myths and misconceptions about a separate course in sex
education.
5.

That principals in public schools take the initiative in providing
their students an opportunity to take a course in sex education.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

In order to extend the findings of this study, it is recommended
that:
1.

A fol low-up study using a larger sample size be conducted.
Such a study would provide additional data to better explain
the attitudes of principals toward a separate course in sex
education.

2.

A study should be conducted to measure and compare the
attitudes

of

principals,

teachers,

parents,

and

students

toward a separate course in sex education.
3.

A study to

determine

which

curriculum

approach

is

best

suited for offering instruction in sex education in the public
schools.
4.

A study should be conducted to measure the effects that age,
religious preference, marital status, and economic status have
on the attitudes of principals toward sex education.

5.

A study should be conducted to determine the attitudes of
parents toward offering a separate course in sex education.
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
P ._. O. BOX 23278 - HOL'S TO\ . TEXAS 77028

CJ . HOWEL L
D E Pl"T Y SL P ERI\TE \D E\T

January 6, 1982

Mr. Andre' Hornsby
2010 Live Oak Street
Houston, Texas
Dear Mr. Hornsby:
I have given permission for our 16 principals to participate in your
research study, should they so choose. You may send 16 questionnaires
to me and I will see that they are distributed.
Sincereiy,

C. J. Howell
Deputy Superintendent
CJH/bm
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BEAUMONT INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

J. A. Covert.Superintendent
School Administration 8uilding
820 Neches Street
P.O. Box 672
BEAUMONT, TEXAS 77704

Robert A. Cook

Thomas F. Jones

Dr. Edwin Silverberg

Assistant Superintendent
for Business

Assistant Superintendent
for ·Administration

Assistant Superintendent ·
for Auxiliary Services

January 7, 1982

Mr . .Andre' Hornsby
2010 Live Oak Street
Houston, Texas 77003
Dear Mr. Hornsby:
This is to infonn you that the principals of the Beaumont Independent
School District will be able to participate in the study that you are
conducting on "The Attitudes of Public School Administrators Towards
A Separate Course in Sex Education" . .
Please let us know when you are ready to begin this spring.
Since~,::Y_,

-· ,..-·

..

/

. -:::.::::~ /<:,:::--;;:"/

·,

-~

--

EY

____..-: --~:-;,,...-,-> z;--~
'Edwin Silverberg, Ed. D.
Assistant Superintendent for
Instruction and Personnel · ·---

c...-..:::;;:~
~

ES/bwf

_✓- - ··'

-
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April 20, 1982

Dear Principal,
A

study

is

being

conducted

Toward the Offering of Sex
Public Schools."

on

"The Attitudes

Principals

Education as a Separate Course in the

This study is designed to ascertain just your atti-

tudes toward the topic.

Please detach this note, fill out the question-

naire and return it in the enclosed envelope.
an

of

endeavor exemplifies

the

Your cooperation in such

importance of the

researcher gratefully applauds your contributions.

principalship.

This

APPENDIX C
SURVEY OF ATTITUDES CONCERNING
SEX EDUCATION AS A SEPARATE COURSE
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Survey of Attitudes Concerning
Sex Education As A Separate Course
Directions: Please respond to the following items by circling the appropriate response.
1.

Sex
(1) Female

2.

Ethnicity
Black

(1)

2.5

3.

Male

(2)

(3) Hispanic

(2) White

(4)

Other
(Please fill in)

Estimate the ethnic makeup of your school's attendance area.
(1)

% Black

(4)

%Other

%White

(2)

% Hispanic

(3)

The level of Principalship
(1)

(2) Middle or Junior High

Elementary

(3) Senior High

3.5 How would you classify the economic standing of your school community?
(1)
4.

Low

(3)

Moderate

High

Number of years as an administrator.

( 1) 1-3
5.

(2)

(3) 8-10

(2) 4-7

(4)

11 and over

Does your School District offer sex education as a separate course?
Yes

(1)

(2)

No

Directions: Please respond to each question listed below by circling the
response that reflects your attitude toward each item. For the purpose
of this study, a course in Sex Education is defined as one that is titled
Sex Education, is offered as a separate course, and for which the student
will receive academic credit that will count towards graduation.

6.

The sex education program currently offered in conjunction with
other course is very effective.
strongly
agree

agree

no
opinion

disagree

strongly
disagree

5

4

3

2

1
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7.

8.

In order for a sex education program to be effective, it should be
a coordinated effort ( k-12).
strongly
agree

agree

5

4

10.

12.

13.

2

strongly
disagree
1

agree

no
opinion

4

3

disagree
2

strongly
disagree
1

In order for sex education to have an impact, it should be offered
as a separate course.
strongly
agree

agree

5

4

no
opinion
3

disagree
2

strongly
disagree
1

The public schools are no place for sex education.
strongly
agree
5

11.

.· 3

disagree

As an administrator, it is important to do an impact study to determine the effectiveness of our sex education program.
strongly
agree
5

9.

no
opinion

agree
4

no
opinion
3

disagree
2

strongly
disagree
1

Parents in my community are against sex education being offered as
a separate course in the public schools.
strongly
agree

agree

no
opinion

5

4

3

disagree
2

strongly
disagree
1

Black and Hispanic students need a separate course in Sex education
more than White students.
strongly
agree

agree

no
opinion

disagree

5

4

3

2

strongly
disagree
1

Sex education should be incorporated into the overall educational
process in our public schools.
strongly
agree

agree

no
opinion

disagree

5

4

3

2

Comments

strongly
disagree
1

---------------------------
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14.

A 11 students need a separate course in sex education regardless of
race.
strongly
agree
5

15.

agree
4

no
opinion

disagree

3

2

strongly
disagree
1

Parents feel that the public schools are no place for sex education.
strongly
agree
5

agree
4

no
opinion

disagree

3

2

strongly
disagree
1
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RESULTS OF CALCULATED T-TEST FOR DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN PROPORTIONS
TABLE XVII RESULTS

Proportions

T Observed Values

df

Sig. level

Females Disagreed vs. Males No Opinion

3.17

21

p < .05

Males Agreed vs. Males No Opinion

3.76

21

p < .05

Principals Agreed vs. Principals No Opinion

5.62

21

p < .05

Principals No Opinion vs. Principals Disagreed

5.42

21

p < .05

TABLE XXV RESULTS

Blacks Agreed vs. Blacks No Opinion

2.36

21

p< .05

Blacks Agreed vs. Whites No Opinion

2 . 36

21

p< .05

Blacks No Opinion vs. Blacks Disagreed

2.59

21

p<

.OS

Blacks No Opinion vs. Whites Agreed

2.59

21

p<

.OS

Whites Ag reed vs. Whites No Opinion

2.59

21

p<

.OS
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RESULTS OF CALCULATED T-TEST FOR DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN MARGINAL TOTAL PROPORTIONS
TABLES 11 - IV

Proportions

T Observed Values

df

Sig. level

Principals Agreed vs. Principals Disagreed

7.57

21

P<

.o~

Principals Agreed vs. Principals No Opinion

7.57

21

p

.05

Principals Disagreed vs. Principals Agreed

8.03

21

p < .05

Principals Disagreed vs. Principals No Opinion

9.28

21

p < .05

Principals Agreed vs. Principals Disagreed

8.75

21

p

Principals Agreed vs. Principals No Opinion

6.46

21

p <.05

Principals No Opinion vs. Principals Disagreed

5.42

21

p <.05

Principals No Opinion vs. Principals Agreed

6.27

21

p <.05

21

p <.05

21

p

<

TABLES VIII - X

TABLES XI - XIII

<

.05

TABLES XIV - XVI

TABLES XXI - XXIII

Principals Disagreed vs. Principals No Opinion

13.42

TABLES XXIV - XXVII

Principals Agreed vs. Principals No Opinion

8.75

<

.05

I
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